Our Lady Who Never Ceases to Love
Fr. Joseph Lei Tao Tan, SVD

ach year in May, the Church greets Our Blessed Mother with flowers and hymns of
praise. Some say that the sky in May seems gentler, for it is the season that belongs
to mothers. In this Marian month, we contemplate a Mother who never ceases to love.
She does not call attention to herself, nor does she seek recognition; yet throughout
the history of the Church and within the quiet corners of our own lives, she keeps her
faithful watch.

The Gospel tells us that when the angel announced God’s plan to Mary, she may well have felt confusion or fear. Yet
she answered with serene trust: “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word”
(Luke 1:38). In that fiat, love began anew in the world. Love is not merely a passing emotion; it is a willing surrender.
Mary’s love was a total self-gift—offered entirely to God and, through Him, to all humanity. In her, the divine plan took
flesh, and through her, salvation entered history.

Her love unfolded in the hidden life of Nazareth. She prepared meals for Jesus, taught Him to speak, and accompanied
Him as He grew “in wisdom and age.” Those years appeared ordinary, yet they were filled with tenderness and quiet
devotion. So too in our own lives, we often give ourselves in unnoticed ways. Our Lady reminds us that true love needs
no stage; it shines by its very nature.

Her love was also revealed at the wedding feast of Cana. When the newlyweds faced embarrassment and need, she
did not reproach them or remain indifferent. Instead, she gently said to her Son, “They have no wine” (John 2:1-3).
This is the heart of a mother—attentive to the smallest need, compassionate in intercession. At times, we too find
ourselves at the banquet of life with “no wine”: our joy diminished, our direction lost, our hope fading. Yet our Mother
does not withdraw. She intercedes for us and leads us to Jesus, saying, “Do whatever He tells you.” Her love always
draws us toward Christ.

The deepest expression of her love was at the foot of the Cross. When the disciples scattered and darkness covered
the land, Mary stood beside her crucified Son. She could not remove His suffering, yet she did not abandon Him.
Such steadfastness reveals the truest form of maternal love. From the Cross, Jesus entrusted us to her: “Behold, your
mother” (John 19:26-27). From that hour, she became not only the Mother of Christ, but the Mother of the Church and
of each one of us. In sorrow, she received us; through her own wounds, she embraced a love made wider by sacrifice.

A parishioner once shared that during the lowest point of his life, he could only whisper a single prayer: “Mother, | do
not know what to do.” There were no eloquent petitions—only a simple cry of the heart. Yet through the steady rhythm
of the Rosary, peace slowly returned. He later reflected, “I realized it was not that | was holding on to Mary, but that
Mary had never let go of me.” Perhaps this is the quiet truth of our faith: even in our weakness, she continues to love.

Mary’s love is not dramatic or fleeting; it is faithful and enduring. She loved beside the manger in Bethlehem, on the
road to Egypt, in the hidden years of Nazareth, at the foot of Calvary, and in prayer with the early Church. Her love

transcends time and reaches us today. g

In this Marian month, let us entrust our hearts to this Mother who never ceases to love. When we
are lost, may she guide us. When we are weary, may she accompany us. When we rejoice, may
she help us give thanks. Above all, let us imitate her example—in our families, our parishes,
and our communities—by becoming people who never cease to love.
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For when we, like her, dare to say “yes,” love is born again in the world.

And in every hidden season of our lives, Our Lady still whispers gently to us:

“My child, | have never stopped loving you.”



Easter Recollection (April 6, 2026)
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Speaker: Sr. Sophia Rani, PIME
(Theme: Hope and Redemption)

Apostleship of Prayer
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Legion of Mary

St. Joseph the Worker’s Community




Heartfelt Gratitude for the Shenzhen Parish Day Tour
(Thanking Our Parish Priests)

With sincere hearts, we, the St. Joseph’s Church Parish Council
members, would like to express our deepest gratitude to Father
Joseph Tan, our parish priest, for granting us the precious privilege
to participate in the one-day Shenzhen Tour on 7 April. We truly
experienced this meaningful gathering as a wonderful blessing for
our Parish Council family—an opportunity to journey together in faith,
fellowship, and fraternal joy while fulfilling our pastoral duties.

We also thank all our parish priests and spiritual leaders for their
presence, guidance, and support throughout the day. We are grateful
for Father Paul Chen, Father Jerry Perocho, Father Paul Meng, and
Father Andrew Wang, and for the blessing and presence of Sr Vera Wen Yuan.

The mission of our Parish Council is to support parish ministry, nurture communal unity,
uphold liturgical life, strengthen faith formation, and selflessly serve God’s people for the
greater glory of the Triune God. This tour helped us live out that mission more deeply,
reminding us that our work is not only service, but also an invitation to grow together as one
community—sharing our gifts, collaborating in harmony, and returning to our responsibilities
with renewed spirit.

We are especially thankful for the spiritually guided and thoughtfully arranged program.
We attended mass in St. Anthony's Catholic Church, Shenzhen, China, and shared meals
with the Shenzhen parish. We thoroughly enjoyed the scenic visits to Melania Town, Happy
Harbour, and Zhongshuge. More than being a time of rest and bonding, the tour strengthened
our relationships as council members, renewed our spiritual connection through communal
prayer, and refreshed our hearts for the work ahead.

As we reflect on that day of togetherness, we continue to value one another’s dedication and
learn from the talents each of us bring to parish life. May the Lord continue to inspire us to
serve our parish with greater zeal, unity, and renewed commitment.

May the joy and peace of the Risen Lord remain with our parish always. We pray that God
will bless us all with good health and abundant grace, and that He will continue to guide and
strengthen the Parish Council in shepherding St. Joseph’s Church.

Gratefully yours,
Saint Joseph’s Church Parish Council Members
Article by: Arlene Loable Phoda (Parish Council Member)




Mary — Woman on the Move

During the Lenten season we commemorate how Jesus remained calm, firm, and faithful
to His mission even while he was rejected, misunderstood, and even threatened. He did
not respond with anger, but with truth and love. Sometimes in our own lives, we may
feel judged, rejected, or unappreciated despite doing what is right. We are reminded
to behave like Jesus - to stand firm in our faith and let our good works speak for
themselves. Likewise our Mama Mary, our gentle Mother, the woman on the move,
teaches us to trust in God even in moments of hardship. Through her example, may
we learn to remain humble, patient, and faithful. And may Mama Mary help us to
stay strong in faith when we are weak and misunderstood. We pray to her to guide
our hearts to follow her Son our Lord with courage and love. Let us believe not only
in words, but through our actions, just as Christ has shown us. When we are feeling
tired, remember, Mama Mary is taking care of us, especially while we are away from
our home. Let us continue to serve Him in our own ways. Oh Blessed Mother Mary, hold
us in your loving embrace, guide our hearts to trust in God’s plan, and fill our lives with
peace, hope, and protection. Thank you and God bless everyone.

Article written by:lrmalyn Alvarez Ecol (Filipino Catholic Group)

enten Recollection with
Rev. Fr. Henry Cabral
(March 31, 2026)




[ Fine 9, Our Community Journey J

On March 19, 2026, the Feast of St. Joseph, husband of
Mary, St. Joseph the worker’s community, celebrated its
9-year anniversary.

With the presence of our Spiritual Director Rev. Fr. Jerry
Perocho, SVD, a simple outdoor lunch gathering was
filled with laughter and sumptuous dishes from Filipino
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owned I’eStObal’, Merienda HK. companion in our spiritual journey.

St. Joseph the worker’s community members were then blessed by Rev. Fr. Andrew
Wang during the anticipated mass as a thanksgiving offering.

This year a button pin badge was blessed and given to each regular and committed
member. The pin badge serves as a tool for evangelization, a reminder of our
commitment to serve God and its people through our service at St Joseph’s Church,
and as a shield for the wearer from physical and spiritual harm as a constant
companion in our spiritual walk

May we continue our journey as a community through living the virtues and values
of St. Joseph; being humble, obedient and trustworthy. May we continue to be
faithful to our respective ministries and remain steadfast, resilient and possess a
servant’s heart. Keep us and bless us, Lord Jesus Christ.

Article: Brenda Galfo (St. Joseph the Worker’s Community)

Thanksgiving mass with
Rev. Fr. Andrew Wang

With our Spiritual Director
Rev. Fr. Jerry Perocho









